











The Tale of the Seven Stars

(La historia de las siete estrellas)

Based on a Kaxinawa legend (Brazil)
Antonio Claret dos Santos

There once was an Indian woman who
lived in the Amazon rainforest with her
seven small children. The mother did

not look after her children properly and
it was their grandmother who really took
care of them. She used to feed them,
keep them warm and hug them tight
when they were sick.

But then the grandmother died and the
children were left helpless. The oldest
child had to go out and look for honey

and fruits to feed his brothers and sisters,
but sometimes, because he was so young,
he would come home empty-handed.

And when the seven children cried
because they were hungry, their mother
did not bother very much and fed them
whatever she could find.

The children became weaker and weaker
and then one of them said: “Why don't we
go up into the sky? We will be able to find
plenty of honey and fruit there, and we
will never be hungry again.”

A hummingbird that was flying by
overheard their cries of distress. He felt
so sorry for the children that he called the
winds to help him carry them away up
into the sky. Their mother, who was
sleeping, woke up and desperately tried to
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stop her children from leaving. But it was
too late. The children climbed higher and
higher until they reached the heavens and
were transformed into seven little stars.

When the Indians discove_ered them in the
skies, they called them Eixu, which means
seven stars in Guarani.

Open star clusters

The seven stars mentioned in this legend
are the Pleiades, an open star cluster located
in the constellation Taurus. Some stars seem
very close to each other. This is often an
illusion because they can be at very different
distances. However, when stars are born
more or less at the same time and are

bound together by gravity, these stars are
classified as a cluster. Clusters are very
useful because astrophysicists can
determine their ages, chemical
compositions and distances.




Hercules, the Strongest and Bravest Boy of All
(Hércules, el nino mas fuerte y valiente)
Based on Greek and Roman Mythology

Paola Capponi

A long time ago, a little boy named
Hercules was born. He was the son
of Zeus, the king of the gods and
ruler of Mount Olympus.

One day, while Zeus's wife, Hera,

was feeding him, a little trickle of milk
escaped into the sky. From these
white milk drops, the Milky Way was
formed. This is visible on dark nights
as a whitish streak across the sky

with tiny stars grouped close together.

Hera, who was really Hercules'
stepmother, did not love him at all.
When Hercules was still a baby in the
crib, she sent two snakes to choke him.
But Hercules, who was strong and brave,
was able to kill them. However, Hera
was not put off and set him traps and
cause him all sorts of trouble for

the rest of his life.

Hercules had to face the most dangerous
challenges. He confronted ferocious
animals like the lion and the Hydra, a
monster with many heads that grew back
when they were chopped off. He also had
to fight eagles with bronze beaks and

claws. And he defeated a deer with golden
antlers and copper hooves. There wasn't a
single task or test that was too much for
Hercules. He became stronger and braver
every day until he was finally accepted
amongst the gods on Mount Olympus.

At night, the constellations of Hercules,
the Hydra and the Lion shine high in
the sky and remind us of the courage
of the son of Zeus.

Globular Clusters

The most famous object in the constellation
of Hercules is the globular cluster M13. Such
clusters contains thousands of stars that
form a giant sphere or globe. This is why
they are called globular. M13 contains mostly
old stars. Globular clusters may be thought
of as stellar cemeteries, in contrast to the
open clusters that are formed by thousands
of newly formed and young stars.
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The Eyes of Saint Lucia . * . * ¥ x "

(Los ojos de Santa Lucia) * * * X » . % *
Christian tradition from Central America x * * * * " *
Jorge Arturo Colorado % x x
* ¥ * x . % *
Lucia was a young Christian girl who tradition so suggestively expressed in a . %
lived in Italy at the time of the Roman prayer to Saint Lucia: “Saint Lucia, high - * *
Empire. When she was about to get In the sky, please ask God to send us his * * "
married, her would-be husband denounced  light so that we can always see what -
her for her religion, because in return for we must do, say and avoid.” x *
her mother’s good health she made a
promise to God to keep her virginity and
had to cancel their wedding. Binary Systems
Within the constellation of Taurus there is a
The, quan emperor, who PerseCUted binary system, a system of two stars that
Christians, ordered her arrest and finally revolve around each other. Both stars, Theta 1
condemned her to death because she and Theta 2, are at a distance of about 150
: ; ; light years from our solar system. They
would not abandon her faith. It is .Sald belong to the Hyades open cluster. Theta
that her eyes were POke'd out during Tauri 1is an orange K-type supergiant, not as
her martyrdom, but Lucia miraculously hot as our Sun. Theta Tauri 2 Is a pulsating
continued seeing. Finally, her throat star (type Delta Scuti) and so its brightness

. . varies constantly.
was slashed with a sword and she died. y

In the Christian tradition she is the patron
saint of eye doctors and the blind. But the
tradition goes further and there are two
stars in the constellation of Taurus known
as Lucia's eyes. They form the Theta Tauri
system, a system made up of two stars
that can be easily distinguished from
each other with the naked eye.

The feast day of Saint Lucia is on
December 13th. Around this time Theta
Tauri reaches its maximum height above
the horizon. In Central America, Saint
Lucia's eyes are almost above our heads
at midnight. From there comes the oral
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Based on an Arab legend
Max Finger Bou - Sergio Lépez Borgofioz

Mohamed was wandering through the desert
under the blazing sun, collecting stones,
watching the lizards and contemplating the
colours of the sand, scrambling up and down
the dunes. It was really hot and Mohamed
was sweating. It was also rather late and

his family was beginning to worry about

him. But Mohamed loved to wander in the
desert whenever he felt like it. He used

to get really bored doing the same
things over and over again.

He walked and walked until he came to an
oasis with a big pool and lots of palm trees.
He decided to lie down close to the water
and rest. Then Mohamed fell asleep and
when he woke up it was already dark. The
young boy contemplated the stars, which his

grandfather had told him about.
Mohamed knew the sky well and
could name many stars.

His favourite was Algol. This star seems
to be alive because sometimes it is really
bright and sometimes really faint. At that
moment it was shining brightly in the
sky and Mohamed imagined that

Algol was wandering through the sky just
like he was wandering through the desert.
He also thought that this star might not
like doing the same things over and

over again either.

He knew that people call this star the
Demon. They are afraid of it because it
varies in brightness, because it is different.
But Mohamed did not feel afraid. His
grandfather had told him that Algol, the
Demon, was a young and impulsive star,
just like Mohamed. Mohamed waved to
Algol, got up and went home. He wanted to
be with his family. When he reached home,
his mother scolded him, kissed him and
then gave him food and water. His
grandfather hugged him and smiled saying:
“Oh, my little Algol! My little demon!”
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Tales of Wandering Stars

(Historias de estrellas errantes)

Inca Mythology
German Puerta Restrepo

It is said that the sky has many secrets
and that our dreams and worries are
represented by the stars.

There are five wandering stars called the
Pichcaconqui. One of them is very bright,
the brightest of all. It sometimes appears
at dawn and sometimes at dusk. This star
Is called Chasca, which means wild-haired,
since she has the tousled looks of

the prettiest of women.

There is another very bright star and
his name is Pirua. He is believed to be
the guardian of the Empire and all its
possessions. Perhaps this is because
he barely moves and looks as if he
were always keeping watch.

The little star that accompanies the Sun
Is called Catuilla. He protects traders,
walkers and voyagers. Maybe this is
because the Sun is associated with

gold and commerce.

Haucha is the slowest star. When he is
really bright he causes famine, sickness,
thunder and lightning. This must be
because of the suspicious way he
moves so slowly.

People really start to worry when the red
star, Aucayoc, appears in the sky because
it is then that wars and soldiers come.
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They think this because they say
the colour of the star has nothing
good about it.

It is also said that the Maker of everything
put a princess in the sky with a jug full

of water to pour over the world. The
princess's brother, who also inhabits the
sky, carries a catapult and a club. He
sometimes breaks the jug and this causes
thunder and lightning. So they say, this

is because men are fierce and women
are tender. The princess is said to

make the rain, the hail and the snow.

An Inca poet is believed to
have written these stories.

Planets

The Solar System is formed by the planets
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus and Neptune, and the star they all go
around: the Sun.

In ancient times, man observed how some of
them moved against the stars in the
background. This is why they were called
“wandering stars”. The five brightest planets
were known then: Mercury, closest to the
Sun, Venus, the star of dawn and dusk
(because it was the first object to be seenin
the sky at dusk and the last to disappear at
dawn), Mars with its reddish colour, Jupiter,
the brightest of all, and Saturn, the slowest.
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The Sun and the Moon

(El Sol y la Luna)
Based on Quiche Indian stories from Guatemala

Marcos Carias - Maria Cristina Pineda de Carias

So the two brothers, Hunahpt and
Ixbalanqué, set out on their journey.

They started late because the message
had come late: “Tell them to come at once!
Tell them to stop playing ball games!” said
the Lords of Xibalba to the boys’
grandmother at the time when

everything was in darkness.

Their grandmother chose a louse to carry
the message to the boys. The louse was
eaten by a frog, the frog was eaten by a
snake and the snake by a hawk. When the
hawk reached the place where brothers
were, he threw up the snake, which threw
up the frog, which threw up the louse,
which finally threw up the message.

Hunahpt and Ixbalanqué reached the
Lords of Xibalba. Although there appeared
to be many, only nine of them were real
because the others were made of wood.
So the brothers let out the mosquito.
When the mosquito bit the wooden men,
they said nothing, but when the mosquito
bit the Lords, they said “Ouch”. That is
how they discovered the real Lords of
Xibalba and were not fooled by them. The
brothers were tested in the house of
darkness, the house of cold, the house of
the tigers, the house of fire and the house
of bats. They had to face many challenges

28

before finally defeating the Lords
of Xibalba in a ball game.

After defeating the Lords of Xibalba,
the two brothers ascended into the sky.
Hunahpt was converted into the Sun
and Ixbalanqué into the Moon. So there
was light and no more darkness.

And there they are in the sky, Hunahpu
and Ixbalanqué, shining down on us. The
Sun and the Moon. Then the men who
inhabit the Quiche lands appeared. And
this is the way their grandparents told the

story and their grandparents before them.

The Sun and the Moon

Earth is the planet we live on. It has one
natural satellite called the Moon, which
revolves around it. The Earth goes around
the Sun, the star which is our main source of
energy. Due to their size and small distance
to Earth, the Moon and the Sun are the only
celestial objects large enough to be seen in
detail without the help of a telescope. This
also makes them the brightest objects in the
sky, while the rest of the stars and planets
are only visible as small, bright dots.
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A Rabbit in a Pot

(Un conejo dentro de una vasija)

A Mexica Legend
Julieta Fierro Gossman

If you look at the Moon every night, you
will see how it changes shape. Sometimes
it looks round like a plate and sometimes it
looks like a segment of an orange or a
smile. The Moon has a night side and a

day side, just like the Earth. The phases

of the Moon are caused by changes in

the light and darkness.

Five hundred years ago, the Mexicas lived
in the region now known as Mexico. Their
gods represented what they considered
important: the rain, the Sun and the Moon.
The Mexicas had founded their empire
long before the Spaniards arrived in
America. They thought that the Moon,
which they called Coyolxauhqui, was a god
who lived inside a pot and lit up the Earth
depending on his position in the pot.

Some parts of the Moon are brighter than
others. For the Mexicas the dark areas

resembled a rabbit. And what’s more, they
thought the rabbit lived inside a white pot.

The Mexicas reasoned that if the Moon
and the stars are not visible during the
day it was because Coyolxauhqui's
brother, Huitzilopochtli, the rising Sun,
killed them every dawn.
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The Moon was so important for the
Mexicas that the word “Mexico” means
“belly button of the Moon” in Nahuatl, their
native language. The present inhabitants
of Mexico, who have emerged from the
mixture of the Spanish and Mexica
cultures, still admire the Moon for its
beauty. If you carefully observe the

dark regions of the Moon, you can

see the rabbit.

Phases of the Moon

In the course of a month, the Moon changes
shape as it revolves around the Earth
because the Sun shines on different portions
of its surface. We can use a ball to show how
the Sun illuminates the Moon and how the
illuminated part changes. In the same way as
the Moon is in the sky, hold the ball with one
hand and stretch your arm out. When we see
the entire sphere clearly, it is because we
see the entire surface illuminated by the Sun.
When we see only half of the sphere, we
only see half of the surface illuminated

by the Sun.




Cubeo Indian Legend from the Amazon
Antonio Bernal Gonzalez

Earth hung her hammock at dawn. She lay
down. She liked to look at the imaginary
animals created by the patterns of the
leaves and branches of her palm roof.
Suddenly, she felt a warm, strong hand
caressing her cheeks. She couldn’t
identify the visitor in the half-light.

She kept still. She stopped breathing

for a moment.

“Who are you?” she asked, keeping calm,
but whispering to keep in her breath.
There was no reply, but now she felt
another hand stroking her hair like her
mother used to do when she was a child.
She felt more confident and little by little
she began to relax.

“Who are you?” she repeated.

Once again there was no answer, but she
felt the gentle and warm caress of a body
touching hers. Earth allowed this
unknown lover to lie down with her in the
hammock and then she fell asleep. The
next morning her lover was gone and
Earth felt sad. The next night she lay
down in the hammock waiting anxiously.
Her lover arrived and lay down beside her
again without showing his face, without

answering her question of “Who are you?”

After several nights Earth decided it was
time to find out who her lover was. She
prepared a red dye with annatto and put
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it under the hammock in a pan. That night
she rubbed her hands with the dye and
caressed her lover's face until it was
completely covered. The next morning
Earth searched for a dyed face amongst
the young men in the tribe and
discovered that her lover was her
neighbour, the Moon. The Moon cried.

He was ashamed to have been caught
out with such a simple trick.

Since then he has only gazed at Earth
from the door of his home in the sky.
Sometimes he paints his face with
annatto dye. He hides his body behind
the door and only shows his reddish
complexion. This is called an eclipse
of the Moon.
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The BiI‘th Of VeIlU.S (El nacimiento de Venus)

Traditional Aztec story
Marcos Carias

The good god and creator Quetzalcoatl
performed two miracles for human beings.
First of all, he made corn so that human
beings would have food, and secondly, he
sent his son, Ce Acatl Topiltzin Quetzalcoatl
(Our Prince One-Reed Feathered

Serpent), to govern them.

There never was a better ruler and never did
the people live so happily. However, all this
made Tezcatlipoca and his followers very
envious. Tezcatlipoca was the brother of the
good god and creator Quetzalcoatl, although
a very mean brother because all he ever did
was send down calamities on the humans.

Topiltzin loved peace. Tezcatlipoca and his
followers loved violence and war. They
wanted war so that they could steal other
people’s possessions and take prisoners
for slaves or kill them.

So Topiltzin's enemies tricked him. They
mixed a potion into his cup of chocolate
that made Topiltzin fall into a deep sleep.
Once he was asleep they took his clothes
off and poured liquor all over his body,
from his head to his toes, to make him
act and smell like a drunk.

Then, they went and told the inhabitants of
Tollan that the good king wanted to receive
them all the next morning. And when the
inhabitants went to see their king, they
found him drunk, talking nonsense and

stinking of alcohol. Everyone laughed at him.

The young Topiltzin had such a good heart
that he was incapable of imagining that
anyone could have tricked him. He thought
he had misbehaved and blamed himself. He
gave up his throne and abandoned the
kingdom. His enemies had triumphed and
there was no more happiness in the land.

Topiltzin reached the seashore. It was past
dusk and already dark. The good god and
creator, Quetzalcoatl, his father, decided to
offer human beings a gleam of hope by
sending Topiltzin up into the sky to
become the evening star.

The young Topiltzin asked his father if he
could also contemplate the Earth in the
morning to cheer humans up with his light
when they got up. The good god and creator
agreed and made him into the morning star
as well. As the young prince of the feathered
serpent reached the sky, the celestial body
now known as Venus was born.

Dawn and dusk

Although we cannot see the Sun in the sky in
the early morning or late evening, the sky
itself does not become light or dark
immediately. At daybreak the light gradually
increases, while it decreases at nightfall. This
occurs because, even though the Sun is below
the horizon, its light shines on the
atmosphere and the air spreads the light.
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